




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERI 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

1 0/826,260 04/1 9/2004 Craig A. Branch 

26853 7590 09/10/2004 

COVINGTON & BURLING 
ATTN: PATENT DOCKETING 
1201 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, DC 20004-2401 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



026746. 101 -US03 9421 




2859 



DATE MAILED: 09/10/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 











Application/Control Number: 10/826,260 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2859 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. The word “member” needs to be explained further 

relating to what the member is and of what it is a member? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1 , 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Edelstein et al (US 4,61 3,820). 

As regards to claim 1, Edelstein et al teach a member comprising RF shielding 
and configured for forming a substantially complete RF shield when the member is 
adjoined to the cavity of a magnet associated with magner-RF-shilding (figures 1 and 2; 
Column 3-6, see abstract). 

As regards to claims 2 and 6 Eldestein et al teach a patient support unit and an ; 
aperture joining to the magnet (figure 1, numeral 50). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Edelstein et al (US 4,613,820) as applied to claims 1 and 2 above, and further in view of 
Sashinetal (US 6,138,302). 

As regards to claims 3-5, Eldestein et al do not teach magnet attachable member 
is attached to the patient support unit support to support the patient. Sashin et al teach 
magnet attachable member is attached to the patient support unit support to support the 
patient (figures 1, 2 and 10, numerals 18, 20, 228, 230). It would have been obvious to; 
one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt Sashin et al’s teaching with the Eldestein et al’s : 
attachable member and patient support unit to improve Rf shielding further, improving 
image quality. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation ; 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brij B Shrivastav whose telephone number is 571-272- ; 
2250. The examiner can normally be reached on 7 AM to 4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Diego F. F. Gutierrez can be reached on 571-272-2245. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only, i 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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